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I acknowledge the Whadjuk Nyungar as the Custodians of the 
land on which I live and work. This Country was never ceded, 
it always was, and always will be Aboriginal land. 

I pay my respects to Whadjuk Nyungar Elders past and present. 
I value their ancestral and continuing caring for Country practices 
and thank them for looking after this Country for so long. 

I appreciate Indigenous ways of communication 
which are inclusive and respectful, and I recognise that this 
Country has been a place of teaching, research and learning 
for tens of thousands of years. 
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Purpose and Structure of your candidacy proposal

Methodology and methods 

Developing and refining your research questions

Literature Review: searching and selecting 

Literature review: reading and writing 
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Literature Review - Reading
• Skim-read 
• … then read 
• Capture information:

• Bibliographic information (Endnote, Mendeley, Zotero…)
• Notes about the resources (Word, Excel..)

 Tip: work out a process, but don’t spend too much time on it.
 Be flexible and adapt your process. 
 Be kind to your future self – don’t think you will remember everything!
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Dr Inger Mewburn. TW blackline masters. 
https://sites.google.com/site/twblacklinemasters/using-a-matrix-to-organise-your-notes-for-faster-writing

https://sites.google.com/site/twblacklinemasters/using-a-matrix-to-organise-your-notes-for-faster-writing
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Hayley Moore, Research Assistant, Future of Work Institute, Faculty of Business and Law) 
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Literature Review - Writing 

• Use mindmap or other method to outline your chapter 
• Plan your headings/sections/paragraphs/signposts 
• Keep your audience in mind 
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Rob Hunt. PhD Candidate | MSc(Astro) | GDipEd(Sc) | GCert(SpSt) | BAppSc(Bio) 
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Using written sources in your research story 
• Direct quotation - used very little         
• Summarising - effective analysis should result in summary
• Paraphrasing - vital for developing your own scholarly voice (= your own 

clarification or translation of the passage)
• Synthesising - crucial for making the connections between 

voices/views/approaches/methods/findings
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Your scholarly voice  

Your 
Scholarly 

Voice
OTHER VOICES

supporting

contradicting

contrasting

complicating

OTHER VOICES

supporting

contradicting

contrasting

complicating
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Your scholarly voice  

• You can’t expect to be a good writer, unless you are a reader
(McDonough, 2017)

Sciences: ideas more important than authors, research presented as fact

HASS: authors more important than ideas, you need to work out where you 
are in relation to what they claim the truth to be 
(Mewburn, Firth & Lehmann, 2019)



4   Integrating Sources
SYNTHESIS

An example from Biology

Learning Resource Centre, Learning Development, University of Woolongong, 2000.
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https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk
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Which tense to use in the literature review?
• Past tense can be the primary verb tense in the literature review section

described, found
• Emphasise a difference in timing with Past Perfect tense

had described, had found
• Use Present Perfect tense when timing is uncertain

have been testing

It is also OK to use present tense
Snyder’s argument draws upon…
Maeda provides a fascinating insight into…
Saaba argues, identifies, elaborates…

… because the literature is still existent and in the public domain.
(Johnson, 2004)
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Tips for literature review 
 Search – find the frame
 Select – stay within the frame 
 Decide on process
 Read – take notes. 
 Connect what you read. 
 Find your scholarly voice.
 Be ready to get lost 
 Ask for help 

(Adapted from Brabazon, 2017)



Curtin University Library14/04/2022

Questions
GRASP webpage
https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/grasp

Help
libraryhelp@curtin.edu.au

Feedback (Stop – Start – Continue)
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1t7roPInys2xK_0zY69ivY9s09ZNs2iY_byLVdCSKD7M/edit?usp=sharing

2 Minute Introduction 

https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/grasp
mailto:libraryhelp@curtin.edu.au
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1t7roPInys2xK_0zY69ivY9s09ZNs2iY_byLVdCSKD7M/edit?usp=sharing


Curtin University Library14/04/2022

References  
Literature Reviews: Example from Biology’. 2000 Learning Resource Centre, Learning Development, University of Woolongong.

Academic Phrasebank – Referring to Sources. Accessed 16th March 2021 from 
http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/referring-to-sources/

Brabazon, Tara. 2017. ‘A Stroppy Professor’s Guide to Literature Review.’ Office of Graduate Research, Flinders University. 
Accessesd 22nd of March 2021 at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SejiQu-PtMI

Johnson, S. 2004. ‘Mastering verb tenses in literature reviews.’ Nurse Author & Editor. Winter, 2004. 14 (1) 7 – 9.

Machi, L. A. ; McEvoy, B. T.  2016.The Literature Review: Six Steps to Success. Third edition. Thousand Oaks, California : Corwin

Mewburn, Inger. Information indigestion? The search for a perfect note taking system. Blog post, April 7, 2021. Reterieved from 
https://thesiswhisperer.com/2021/04/07/perfectnotes/

Sharon McDonough: Playing, moving and shifting. In: Postgraduate Study in Australia. McMast Murphy, Whitburn and Mewburn, 
2017, p. 60

How to fix your academic writing trouble. Mewburn, I., Firth, K. & Lehmann, S. 2019. Open University Press, GB. 

http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/referring-to-sources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SejiQu-PtMI
https://thesiswhisperer.com/2021/04/07/perfectnotes/

	Graduate Research Advanced Skills Program (GRASP)���Research Proposal Series �(Milestone 1) 5/5��Literature review: reading and writing ���Dr Petra Dumbell, Sem 1 2022�
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20

