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• What are preprints/preprint servers?

• Why are they worth knowing about?

• Preprints in the Health Sciences – medRxiv

• Preprints in Chemistry - chemRxiv

Session outline
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Preprints: A Practical Guide
Presentation for Open Access Week 2020 by Jessica Polka, ASAP Bio

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OPpGdZhL5o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OPpGdZhL5o
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What are preprints?

A preprint is a version of a scholarly or scientific paper that precedes 
formal peer review and publication in a peer-reviewed scholarly or 

scientific journal
aka 

your manuscript

Hosted in a preprint repository

Free and open access
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https://www.newtonproject.ox.ac.uk/view/texts/normalized/NATP00204

https://www.newtonproject.ox.ac.uk/view/texts/normalized/NATP00204


CRICOS Provider Code 00301JCurtin University Library

Preprint servers

https://asapbio.org/preprint-servers

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_preprint_repositories
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http://asapbio.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/ASAPbio-what-are-preprints-english-ac-RO.pdf
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1K4oXMTVPFOi9T-wyIZG1WXDrjfit4wQFKMZQk3i6-SY/edit#slide=id.g910196faf0_0_200
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https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.22.111294v3.full

Preprinting the COVID-19 pandemic
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https://asapbio.org/biopreprints2020-survey-initial-results
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https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.01.30.927871v2
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https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

Preprints and Journals
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https://theconversation.com/preprints-are-how-cutting-edge-science-circulates-banning-them-from-grant-applications-penalises-researchers-for-being-up-to-date-167041

https://asapbio.org/funder-policies

Preprints and Funders
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1. Double check journal policies on when and where preprints may be posted

2. Choose a preprint server

3. Choose a license

4. Get all authors on board with preprinting

5. Upload any code/data/reagents you want to share to appropriate 
repositories

6. Post the preprint!

7. Invite feedback via social media or email

https://asapbio.org/preprint-info/preprint-faq

https://asapbio.org/preprint-info/preprint-faq
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Dr Zoe Bradfield 
(School of Nursing) 



Preprints in Health Science 
Publication

Dr Zoe Bradfield 
Midwifery Research Fellow

@ZoeBradfield

Faculty of Health Sciences Curtin University| King Edward Memorial Hospital



Preprints

• What is a preprint?

• Benefits

• Be aware

• Strategy

• Questions
Image: Canva.com



What is a Preprint?

• Author’s version of the manuscript prior to formal peer review – public server

• Posted at any time

• Does not influence review, acceptance or publication

• DOI administered on Pp submission = citable

• Embargo for media
Image: Canva.com



Benefits

• Messages your work in the space

• Generate collaborations and new networks

• Competitive knowledge generation 

• Expedite dissemination of / access to research – citable

• Permanent Open Access version 

Image: Canva.com



Benefits

• Funding – NHMRC qualify preprint as publication for track record

• Opens to non-standard peer review as well

• Usually not qualified as prior publication *

• Useful for media engagement

Image: Canva.com



Be Aware

• Check the target journals’ policy on preprints

• Reject/ Accept ratio

• Media interest 
Image: Canva.com



Reach, Impact, Translation, Opportunities

Image: Canva.com



Overall Aim: to explore experiences of receiving and providing 
maternity care during COVID-19 in Australia

Participants (5 cohorts): women, women’s partners/other support 
persons, midwives, medical practitioners, and midwifery students.

Method and Recruitment: Two-phased cross-sectional study 
advertised via social media. Recruitment for interviews from survey 
completion. 

Data sources: 
online survey (13/5/2020 – 24/6/2020) >4500 responses
and n = 78 semi-structured interviews

Analysis: descriptive statistics and thematic analysis for qualitative 
data

Study Overview
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Photo Jon Sambell, ABC



Print Media

Her way: how new mothers in Australia navigated their transition to parenthood during COVID-19, 
Burnet Institute, 10th May 2021
Research reveals varied experiences of people involved in maternity care during COVID-19 pandemic, 
Medical Life Sciences News, 24th March 2021
Curtin study explores impact of COVID on people involved in maternity care, Curtin News, 22nd March 2021
COVID-19 makes lasting impact on parents, research says, Parent Herald, 22nd March 2021
Study uncovers the impact of receiving and providing maternity care during COVID-19, ANMJ, 23rd March 2021
COVID-19 hit as we welcomed a baby into the world, and I’m still feeling the impact, ABC News, 23rd March 2021
Study explores impact of COVID on people involved in maternity care, National Tribune, 22nd March 2021
Coronavirus has left a lasting impact on new parents and medical providers, new research finds, ABC News, 21st

March 2021
'Isolating enough': Perth mum deals with grim pandemic pregnancy rules, Sydney Morning Herald, 15th May 
2020

12

https://www.burnet.edu.au/news/1422_her_way_how_new_mothers_in_australia_navigated_their_transition_to_parenthood_during_covid_19
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20210324/Research-reveals-varied-experiences-of-people-involved-in-maternity-care-during-COVID-19-pandemic.aspx
https://news.curtin.edu.au/media-releases/curtin-study-explores-impact-of-covid-on-people-involved-in-maternity-care/
https://www.parentherald.com/articles/104572/20210322/news-report-covid-19-pandemic-made-lasting-impact-parents-research.htm
https://anmj.org.au/study-uncovers-the-impact-of-receiving-and-providing-maternity-care-during-covid-19/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-03-23/one-year-on-from-having-a-baby-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/13261710
https://www.nationaltribune.com.au/study-explores-impact-of-covid-on-people-involved-in-maternity-care/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-03-21/coronavirus-impact-on-births-parents-and-neonatal-care/100013466?fbclid=IwAR1pAO8n3STTXSuFkx8nIOF--FRpPKho-KEOOhTekMTomzAwyKOcROb5Gbg
https://amp.smh.com.au/national/pregnancy-and-the-pandemic-couple-s-novel-approach-to-baby-news-20200514-p54t20.html?__twitter_impression=true


Image: Canva.com





Make tomorrow better.

Thank you
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Professor Simon Lewis 
(Molecular and Life Sciences) 



CHEMRXIV(OR HOW I LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING AND LOVE PREPRINTS)* 
Prof Simon Lewis (with input from Dr Georgina Sauzier)

* with apologies to Stanley Kubrick
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Forensic and AnalyDcal Chemistry Research Group
PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021

Fingermark Chemistry 
Fundamental properties, new approaches to detection

Physical evidence 
Collection, analysis and interpretation
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Locard’s Exchange Principle

“It is impossible for a criminal to act, especially considering the intensity of a crime, without leaving traces of 
this presence.” 

Edmond Locard (1877-1966)

PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021

Vic\m

Possibly proba\ve

Scene Subject



4

Open Access for the Forensic Enterprise

• Transparency of science, methods and policies used in forensic decision-making 

• Improved accessibility for forensic laboratories, law enforcement, criminal 
jus\ce system and public 

• Increased knowledge sharing promo\ng collabora\on, innova\on and valida\on

PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021

Preprints Journals Data
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Gold Open Access Forensic Journals
PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021

Authors retain copyright 
under Crea\ve Commons 

licence

Launched 2018 Launched 2019
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Pre-Prints

• Risks 

- Flawed coverage of non-peer reviewed science (e.g. COVID-19) 

- Impact on future peer-reviewed publica\on 

- Stealing of research ideas 

• Benefits 

- Early establishment of authorship 

- Increased visibility 

- Supplementa\on of peer review

PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021



7

A Pre-Print Server for Chemistry (2017)
PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021



8

Features

• Easy submission of pre-print (need ORCID) 

• Rapid publishing on server (typically less than 24 hours) 

• Direct transfer to selected journals 

• BUT 

- Issues for some forensic journals with double blind reviewing 

- No direct submission to Elsevier journals (as yet)

PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021



9

Discipline Coverage (November 2021)
PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021
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Taking the Plunge
PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021
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Our First AWempt…
PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021
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Pre-Print Visibility
PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021
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Open Data Repositories

• Sharing of data, code, protocols, sogware/hardware, etc. 

- Data linked to published ar\cle (increased cita\on) 

- Improve reproducibility, transparency and trust 

- Credit for broader facets of research

PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021
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Open Access Data Sharing
PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021
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Pre-print Experience to Date

• Preprints submihed: 10 

• Preprints subsequently published: 8 

• Latest (in review):

PUBLISHING POWER HOUR 9 NOVEMBER 2021



Thank 
you for 

listening
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Publishing Power Hours 2021
1 - Publishing in quality journals, Tuesday September 7, 12:00pm – 1:00pm (recording)

2 - Predatory journals, Thursday September 16, 12:00pm – 1:00pm

3 - Open access publishing, Thursday September 23, 12:00pm – 1:00pm

4 - Publishing your research data, Wednesday September 29, 12:00pm – 1:00pm

5 - Publishing your software code, Thursday September 30, 12:00 – 1:00pm

6 - Publishing copyright essentials, Thursday October 7, 12:00pm – 12:30pm

7 - Getting your article published, Wednesday October 13, 12:00pm – 1:00pm

8 - Making EndNote work for you and your publications, Thursday October 21, 12:00pm – 1:00pm

9 - Measuring the impact of your research publications, Thursday October 28, 12:00pm – 1:00pm

10 - Preprints, Tuesday November 10, 12:00pm – 1:00pm

Recordings and slides available here

https://au-lti.bbcollab.com/recording/b683a0fd25134bbb8aae324078aeae55
https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/c.php?g=941541&p=6827281#s-lg-box-21871781
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Health Sciences
Vanessa Varis & Diana 

Blackwood 

HS-FacultyLibrarian@curtin.edu.au

Science & Engineering
Jenny Copestake & 

Linden Hall 

saelibrarian@curtin.edu.au

Business, Law & Humanities
Jaya Ralph &
Kitty Delaney 

Library-Businessandlaw@curtin.edu.au

HUM-FacultyLibrarian@curtin.edu.au

Your Faculty Librarians

Centre for Aboriginal 
Studies

Dr Petra Dumbell 

p.dumbell@curtin.edu.au

mailto:HS-FacultyLibrarian@curtin.edu.au
mailto:saelibrarian@curtin.edu.au
mailto:Library-Businessandlaw@curtin.edu.au
mailto:HUM-FacultyLibrarian@curtin.edu.au
mailto:p.dumbell@curtin.edu.au
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