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 Overview of predatory publishing 
 What is it?

 Why it is happening? 

 What are the risks?

 How to identify a predatory publisher
 Examples and case studies 

 Which tools to use

 Where to get advice

What we will cover



Curtin University Library

Confusing!

In 2019, 43 leading scholars, librarians, research funders and publishers from ten 

countries  agreed on a definition of predatory publishing that would protect 

scholarship. It took 12 hours of discussion, 18 questions and 3 rounds to reach.

Nature, 11 December 2019

“Put plainly, predatory journals are fake academic journals. Despite these breaches 

of good publication practices, their articles often appear in Google searches” 

HealthyDebate blog, July 20,2020.

Predatory Publishing – What is it?

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y
https://healthydebate.ca/2020/07/topic/dangers-of-predatory-publishing
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 Open Access (OA) models are designed to make research accessible to all

 This may involve paying Article Processing Fees (APCs)

 Still uses the most rigorous peer review and editing processes 

 Funding agencies mandating that research be available for free

 Predatory Publishers are an unintended consequence of the OA model

 Payment required

 No quality checks

 Quick turn around time

Predatory Publishing and OA
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 Damage to the reputation of the researcher & institution

 No proper peer review is carried out to preserve the quality of the 
research output

 Researchers will most likely be unable to publish their article in other  
journals

 The publisher will retain the copyright to the article

 Candidacy may be compromised 

 Loss of research or loss of trust in research 

 Getting harder to distinguish legitimate journals from predatory 
journals

Predatory Publishing – the Risks
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 A study suggests that predatory spam targeted at scholars cost 
universities $1.1 billion annually.
(January 2020)

 Analysis of Cabell’s Predatory Reports indicates that 8.5% of all 
predatory Open Access journals are in the field of management.
(September, 2019)

 More than 90 Checklists exist to help identify predatory journals – an 
overwhelming number for authors.
(September, 2019)

 The US Federal Trade Commission won a US $50 million court 
judgement against OMICS in 2019.

How Big is the Problem?

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/dealing-spam-emails-costs-academia-more-peer-review
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1350507619878820
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/19005728v1
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How Big is the
Problem?

InterAcademy Partnership - 2021 

https://www.interacademies.org/project/predatorypublishing
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 Hijacked journals – Arctic &  Arctic (Predatory Journal) 

 Cloned journals – example “Current Science” – has 2 cloned journals

 Fraud - Make up their own journal titles

 Present very professional websites (or sometimes not)

 Constantly evolving and changing

 Some publishers start out less credible and then raise standards - MDPI

 Send unsolicited emails to get you to submit your research

 Some have a large number of titles in a variety of subjects

 Some have conferences associated with them

Note:

 Not all are based in developing countries

 Not all unprofessional looking websites are predatory

 It can be tough to distinguish a predatory journal from a journal that is under-resourced. 

The Predatory Landscape

https://beallslist.net/hijacked-journals/
https://arctic.ucalgary.ca/about-arctic-journal
https://arcticjournal.org/index.html
https://ugccare.unipune.ac.in/Apps1/User/Web/CloneJournals
https://journosdiary.com/2017/07/14/predatory-journal-current-science/
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 Email soliciting

 Hijacking  

 Evolution of a predatory publisher 

 Known predatory publishers

 When good journals go bad 

Case Studies and Examples
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https://www.heighpubs.org/hfns/

https://www.heighpubs.org/hfns/
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International Medical Journal

 An impressive editorial panel
 Direct link to Scopus to show 

impact 
 APCs 
 Various metrics and certificates

https://www.seronijihou.com/
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Scopus link in the 
predatory journal takes 
you to the actual link for 
the legitimate journal!!!
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Current URL for authentic journal: 
https://www.imj-1994.com/

Fake Journal
https://www.seronijihou.com/

Authentic Journal 
http://www.seronjihou.co.jp

The original URL was hijacked 

Authentic Journal: 
ISSN: 1341-2051

Fake Journal:
ISSN: 13412051

Wrong format for ISSN
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Warning on Authentic Journal website Scimago Conversation about the journal 



Curtin University Library

Scholars International journal of Law, Crime and Justice 

(An open access, International, Indexed, Peer- Reviewed Journal) 

ISSN:  2616-7956 (Print), ISSN:  2617-3484 (Online) 

Current Issue: Volume-2 : Issue-4 (April, 2019) 

  

Dear Research, 

Based on your eminence and contribution towards the research community we 

request you to publish your article in our journal 

  

Author Notification: Within 24 hours after submission. 

Review: Within 3-4 Days. 

  
How to Submit Article: 

If you wish to publish Research Paper/Article kindly follow our | AUTHOR GUIDELINES | 

and mail to us at | editor@scholarsmepub.com | or you can also directly | UPLOAD YOUR 

MANUSCRIPT (Article) | on our web. 

Visit Website:Website 
  

Journal Indexing: 

The journal is indexed with leading International Indexing agencies like Google Scholar, Index 

Copernicus, WorldCat, Eurasian Scientific Journal Index(ESJI) Sherpa/Romeo, Genamics-

Journal Seek, Publons, Scientific Indexing Services (SIS), Research Bible, Cite Factor, Scientific 

Indexing Databases(SID), Iran Directory of Research Journals Indexing(DRJI), ROAD-

Directory of Open Access Scholarly Resources. Progress in others. 

  

Manuscript Submission: 

A High Quality research paper are invited those are original and plagiarism free must be prepared 

in MS word in single spaced typed pages should be submitted electronically as an attachment on 

E-mail Id of editor mentioned... 
  

We Focus on Quick Acknowledgement, Urgent Review and Publication Within 48 Hours after Payment 

         Fast Track Publication Available. 

         Hard Copy Available (Optional). 

For Contact 

Mob: +91-9365665504 

WhatsApp:  +91-6000641903 
  

The Evolution of a 

Predatory Journal
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 Poorly designed website

 Spelling and Language issues

 Peer Review within 3-4 days

 Publication within 48 hours of 
receiving payment 

 Name almost identical to an 
Elsevier journal
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12 months 
later…..
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The actual Elsevier 
Journal…….
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 Unsolicited communications

 Hard to distinguish titles from legitimate journals – can sound similar

 Grammar and spelling in communications and web pages

 Email address (e.g. Gmail or different country from address)

 Fast turnover times

 Low cost publishing charges

 Board of Editors – affiliations 

 Impact Factors – very creative

Check list – warning signs
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https://www.ijier.net/ijier/about/editorialTeam

I emailed and asked if he was 
on the board - he is not.

https://www.ijier.net/ijier/about/editorialTeam
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COJ Review and Research Journal 

Editorial Board:
Checked a number of 
Australian Academics 
listed as Editors.

Cover Page:
Description calls the 
journal “COJ Reviews & 
Research”, whilst the 
Cover Page displays “COJ 
Review & Research”
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Provides “evidence” that 
the journal is widely 
indexed 

Most are fake or 
irrelevant

The publisher – Crimson -
is a well-known predatory 
publisher

List of misleading metrics can be found here

https://beallslist.net/misleading-metrics/
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Journal of Contemporary Issues in Business and Government

When good journals go bad….

A joint project between Swinburne 
and Curtin Librarians to:

 Contact databases to remove any 
references to institutions as 
current publishers

 Alert WorldCat about the 
publishers

 Inform ABDC and ERA lists

 Contact the editors of the journal

During the past 12 months:

 Numerous emails to editors

 Enquiry by Indian academic 
about colleague’s paper
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OMICS International is an example of a predatory publisher:

 The group started publishing in 2008 and by 2015, it claimed over 
700 journals, although about half of them were defunct

 In 2016 OMICS became the first academic publisher to be 
sued by the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) for deceptive 
practices and the FTC was awarded a summary judgement of over 
US$50 million

 It acquires legitimate publishers but does not continue with the 
quality 

 Fake list of editors or uses names without consent of academics

21/09/2022
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What to do when a journal targets you

 It is like being a detective – evaluate all the evidence

 Lots of different pieces of information lead to the 
decision  

 Ask your colleagues 

 If it was easy – it wouldn’t be a problem!

 Use the tools we will talk about next
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Evaluation Tools

Before we start…….

 Not all lists agree on titles

 Some need a subscription 

 Some can be biased

 Even Scopus has been fooled

 Some rely on information from 
publishers

 Legitimate publishers are being 
bought by predatory publishers

Nature, 11 December 2019

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y
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 Beall’s list (use with caution)

 SCImago Journal ranking

 ERA 2023 Submission Journal List 

 ABDC List

 Harzing.com – Journal Quality List

 Directory of Open Access Journals

 DOAJ list of journals added & removed

 Directory of Open Access Books

 Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association

 African Journals Online

 INSAPs Journals Online – increase visibility of peer reviewed journals in developing countries

Tools - Free

https://beallslist.net/
https://www.scimagojr.com/index.php
https://www.arc.gov.au/evaluating-research/excellence-research-australia/era-2023
https://abdc.edu.au/research/abdc-journal-quality-list/
https://harzing.com/resources/journal-quality-list
https://doaj.org/
https://blog.doaj.org/2014/05/22/doaj-publishes-lists-of-journals-removed-and-added/
https://www.doabooks.org/
https://oaspa.org/membership/members/
https://www.ajol.info/index.php/ajol
https://www.inasp.info/project/journals-online-project
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 Cabells Directories – Library Database

 Ulrichsweb – Library Database

 Scopus sources – Library Database

 Journal Citation Reports – Library Database

Tools – Subscription based

https://link.library.curtin.edu.au/gw?url=CUR_ALMA61109272150001951
https://ulrichsweb-serialssolutions-com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/
https://www-scopus-com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/sources.uri?zone=TopNavBar&origin=searchbasic
https://jcr-clarivate-com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/JCRLandingPageAction.action?Init=Yes&SrcApp=IC2LS&SID=H1-sx2BtP4c8k0iSJiVcII7yUEWtGiMs7VJyk-18x2d8F1yicpfbjSix2BC4bxxs5fRAx3Dx3Dv2SNn1qDGET9fi7y0fyYIgx3Dx3D-03Ff2gF3hTJGBPDScD1wSwx3Dx3D-cLUx2FoETAVeN3rTSMreq46gx3Dx3D
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 http://thinkchecksubmit.org/ - a process to follow

 Cabell’s Predatory Reports Criteria

 Journal Evaluation Tool - Loyola Marymount University

 Check any claims of where they are indexed 

 Check any impact factors or metrics they list

 Check google for independent information

 ResearchGate has interesting discussions on predatory publishers –
use with caution!

Tools – Evaluation Tips

http://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://blog.cabells.com/2019/03/20/predatoryreport-criteria-v1-1/
https://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/librarian_pubs/40/
https://beallslist.net/misleading-metrics/
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 Use the tools we have shown you

 Use reputable Discipline Specific lists (e.g. ABDC list)

 Get yourself on alerts for “Calls for Papers” from journals and 
databases 

 If you have doubts talk to colleagues, your librarians, google the 
journal for reviews

 Research Toolkit – Strategic Publishing 

If it is too good to be true – it usually is

Finally…..

https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/strategicpublishing
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Publishing Power Hours 2022
1: Publishing in quality journals  Tuesday 13 September  |  12 – 1pm 

2: Predatory journals and unethical publishing Tuesday 20 September | 12 – 1pm 

3: Publishing your research data Friday 23 September | 12 – 1pm 

4: Publishing your software code Tuesday 4 October  | 12 – 1pm

5: Publishing copyright essentials Friday 7 October | 12 – 12.30pm 

6: Getting your article published Tuesday 11 October | 12 – 1pm 

7: Measuring the impact of your research publications Tuesday 18 October | 12 – 1pm 

8: Open Access publishing Tuesday 25 October  | 12 – 1pm 

9: Using the institutional repository (espace) to make your 
research open access For academic staff only. Thursday 27 October | 12 – 1pm

10: Making EndNote work for you and your publications Thursday 3 November  | 12 – 1pm

11: Preprints This is a pre-recorded workshop available at this link.

https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/c.php?g=941541&p=6827281
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Health Sciences
Vanessa Varis

Science & Engineering
Jenny Copestake

Business and Law, 
Humanities
Jaya Ralph &
Kitty Delaney 

Your Faculty Librarians

Centre for Aboriginal 
Studies

Dr Petra Dumbell 

Email: LibraryResearchSupport@curtin.edu.au 

mailto:LibraryResearchSupport@curtin.edu.au

