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What is data?
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Research data is any documentation, in 
any format, of findings, observations or 
outcomes created through the research 

process.
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Help with Research Data Management

• Library Research & Copyright team (that's us!)

• Curtin Institute for Computation (CIC)

• Research Office at Curtin (ROC)

• Pawsey

https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/research-data-management
https://computation.curtin.edu.au/
https://research.curtin.edu.au/
https://pawsey.org.au/
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Useful resources
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• https://dmp.curtin.edu.au/

• Required for M1 & Ethics
• Required for R: access
• Full step-by-step video
• Example plans

It’s not a test, it’s to help you avoid pitfalls!

DMP process & resources

https://dmp.curtin.edu.au/
https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/c.php?g=202401&p=1333108#s-lg-box-21797582
https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/c.php?g=202401&p=1333108#s-lg-box-21330011
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• Curtin has many options available, but you’ll need to consider:
• How do I need to access my data?
• Who else needs to access my data and how can they get to it?
• Are there any other restrictions specific to my project?

• Chart to help you decide

• In most cases you should be using:
• Local storage with a backup plan and a level of security appropriate 

for your research
• OneDrive to share with active Curtin collaborators
• R: drive as your long-term storage (and possibly your active 

storage, too!)

Data storage

https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/c.php?g=202401&p=1333219#s-lg-box-21330024
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You may find that regular desktop computers are not powerful enough to 
do the processing and analysis you need for your research, or you need to 
interact in sophisticated ways with external collaborators!

There are cloud computing options that might be available to you -
• Nectar – provided by ARDC
• Nimbus – provided by Pawsey Supercomputing Centre
• Cloudstor – provided by aarnet
• ….and others!

Cloud computing options

https://ardc.edu.au/services/nectar-research-cloud/
https://pawsey.org.au/supercomputing/cloud-service/
https://www.aarnet.edu.au/cloudstor
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• DOI – Digital Object Identifier
• ORCID - Open Researcher and Contributor IDentifier

Data Publication
This is usually done at the end of your research
• May be required when you publish
• May be recommended by grants/funders
• Can give huge benefits to your discipline, the reproducibility of your research and to 

your career
• Make sure you consider the downstream reuse of your dataset – the more 

documentation and description you have, the more it will be useful
• Can be done in many places, including for free in the Curtin Research Data Collection

Publishing, DOIs and ORCID

https://www.curtin.edu.au/library/about/research-data-collection/
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• Why would you?
• Saves time
• Saves money
• Already validated

• Why not?
• Might be untrustworthy
• Might not be licensed for reuse
• Might not be actually relevant for your project

Finding and citing secondary data
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Where can you find data?
• Collaborators/other people in your field
• There are also many, many online sources of data (usually called 

repositories – here’s a list)

Important:
• Check reuse permission
• Cite!

More information

Finding and citing secondary data

https://www.re3data.org/
https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/c.php?g=202401&p=1333389#s-lg-box-21330054
https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/c.php?g=202401&p=1333389
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• There is no one-size-fits all approach!

• Good principles:
1. Write the system down and communicate it with your 

collaborators (including your future self)
2. Any file name should give you a solid clue as to what is in that 

file/folder and how it is different to other files in the same 
directory and other folders

Versioning is the way you keep a track of the changes you’ve made in a 
dataset – this can be very simple (a change table or an “Archived” folder) 
or more sophisticated software systems (Git)

File naming and versioning
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• The library has a number of online modules for common analysis tools 
such as SPSS, Nvivo and Qualtrics

• https://uniskills.library.curtin.edu.au/digital/

• Digital Research Skills Australasia also have a large collection of useful 
training material on a range of topics.

Analysis tools

https://uniskills.library.curtin.edu.au/digital/
https://dresa.org.au/materials
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It’s coming up
Here’s what might happen
It costs

ResBaz
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QUESTIONS?
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Questions
GRASP webpage
https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/grasp

Help
LibraryResearchSupport@curtin.edu.au

Feedback (Stop – Start – Continue)
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1t7roPInys2xK_0zY69ivY9s09ZNs2iY_byLVdCSKD7M/edit?usp=sharing

https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/grasp
mailto:LibraryResearchSupport@curtin.edu.au
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1t7roPInys2xK_0zY69ivY9s09ZNs2iY_byLVdCSKD7M/edit?usp=sharing
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